
DOCENT  HANDBOOK  (  11/2007)Revised

GOLD  RIDGE
LUTHER  BURBANK'S  EXPERIMENT  FARM

7781   ,  ,   95472BODEGA AVENUE SEBASTOPOL CA

     # 78000803REGISTERED NATIONAL HISTORIC PLACE
. .  060  222  22A P

  ,     ,               I firmly believe fromwhat I have seen that this is thechosenspotof all this earthas far as Nature is 
.concerned

--  Luther Burbank

WESTERN  SONOMA  COUNTY  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY
261    , ,  95472.   : (707)  829-6711SouthMain Street Sebastopol CA Phone

    , 1   4  . .MuseumopenThursday throughSunday to P M
        .Docent led toursof Gold RidgeFarmby appointment

-     .Self guidedtouropenall year

BURBANK  HEIGHTS  AND BURBANK  ORCHARDS
7777   .  : (707)  823-8742BodegaAvenue Phone
(    ’ )Some parking in visitors spaces

ST.  STEPHENS  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH
500   .  : (707)  823-3281RobinsonRoad Phone
(      )For extraparkingwith largegroups
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INTRODUCTION

             Themembersof theFarmCommitteeof theWesternSonomaCounty Historical Society prepared 
 .this handbook

  "  ”, "   ",  " ’    "The sections MissionStatement To ourVisitors and Docents Guidelinesto FarmTour  

             weremodeledafter comparablesectionsfromtheDocentguidelinesof theLuther BurbankHome 
    .andGardensin SantaRosa

Assessment of Luther Burbank’s life work:

               The scienceof breedinggrew andadvancedrapidly duringthefirst two decadesof thenew 

,        ,        century andthoughit may notbegenerally recognized themovementis traceabletoBurbankasa 

 .  . .  ,   -      potentactivator ProfessorH J Webber a pioneerplant breederandgeneticist anda contemporary 
 ,              of Burbank hasdeclaredthat throughthe influenceof Burbank thescienceof plantbreedingwas 

          ,    advancedby at least twenty yearsandfor this accomplishmentalone hedeserveda sizeable 
   .monumentto hismemory

(  FromLuther Burbank A Victim of Hero Worship,   .  ,   by Walter L Howard EmeritusProfessorof 
,   ,  Pomology University of California in Chronica Botanica, 1945.)
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MISSION  STATEMENT

            The Following statementsarticulatethemissionof theWesternSonomaCountyHistorical Society 
( )       .WSCHS as custodiansof Gold Ridge Farm

, ,          .Preserve protect andpromotethememoryof Luther Burbankandhiswork

        '     Stimulatethepublic to learnmoreaboutLutherBurbankswork andmethodologyby 

          .providinganatmospherein which hiswork canbeseenalive

  '  , ,     .InterpretLutherBurbankslife work andtimesformodernaudiences

    ,  ,  ,    .Preserve andenhancetheartifacts thesite thestructure andtheplantmaterials

      .Serve theneedsof LutherBurbankscholars

         .Use thetalentof volunteersto conducttheFarmprograms

    -             Provide a focus for fund raisingeffortsasnecessary for thesupportof thegoalsestablishedby the 
    .WesternSonomaCounty Historical Society
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TO OUR  VISITORS

               An ongoinggoal of theWesternSonomaCounty Historical Society is thesearch formoreBurbank 
      .  ,     plantmaterial to exhibit on this site Whenever possible Burbankplantdevelopmentsare featured 
.             .here Someotherplantvarietieshereare similar to thosewithwhich heworked

   '             Many of LutherBurbanksplantcreationshavebeendifficult to traceanddocumentdueto the 
              .  ,  passageof yearsandto the lack of a plantpatentlaw duringhis lifetime In addition many of 
'          .    Burbanksplantdevelopmentswere sold to thetradewithoutnames Dealerssuppliednamesof 

             . their own selectionandthustheorigin ofmany Burbankvarietieshasbeenobscured Luther 
'            .Burbankslack of scientific recordkeepingalsocontributedto theoverall problem

,            .   Typically theaveragecommercial life of any popular variety rarely exceedstenyears A new type 
      .         undera differentnameusually replacesit Today thereis worldwideattentionto therecovery of 

 .            heirloomvarieties The Gold Ridge FarmandtheWesternSonomaCounty Historical Society are 
     .an active partof this effort

 NEW  CREATIONS  BY  LUTHER  BURBANK

POTATO
' 'Burbank

FRUITS
113    , 10   , 16  , 13  , 10  ,PlumsandPrunes DifferentApples Blackberries Raspberries Strawberries
35   , 10  , 2  , 4  , 5  , 8  , 4  , FruitingCacti Cherries Figs Grapes Nectarines Peaches Pears
11  , 11  , 1  , 6  , 3  Plumcots Quinces Almond Chestnuts Walnuts
 

GRAINS,  GRASSES  AND OTHER  FORAGE
9   Differentkinds

VEGETABLES
26   Differentkinds

ORNAMENTALS
91   Differentkinds

(  FromLuther Burbank’s Plant Contributions  .  .  , 1945.    by W L Howard Reprintedin A Gardener  
Touched With Genius   , 1993)by PeterDreyer

           800     LutherBurbank is oftencreditedwith the introductionof morethan new anduseful varieties 
 .     ,   ,   ; of plants Many of theseintroductionswere as indicatedabove entirely new developments a 

              significantnumberof otherswere skillful selectionsof plantsthatwere eithernew or previously 
   .unknowntoAmericanhorticulture

DOCENTS’  GUIDELINES  TO FARM  TOUR
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At the time of scheduling a GRF  tour please inform visitors as follows:

FEE:           ($3.00),      ($1.00).  The basic donationis threedollarsper adult onedollar per child Donation 

     .        .    may bewaived in unusual cases Checksshouldbemadepayable to theWSCHS If cash is 
,   .     ,      ’offered write a receipt If additional donationsare forthcoming usethedonationjar butdon t 

       .           (  leave it in plain view in thecottage Turnmoneyover to theTreasureras soonaspossible slot in 

      ).cottagedooror boxat themuseum

LOCATION:               '  Use theMuseumaswell as theFarmbrochuremaptoexplain theFarmslocation 

(    ).        .       sendcopies if necessary In caseof a largegroupcall St StephensChurch in advanceandask for 
     .     .permissiontousetheir parking lot Avoid Sundaysexceptfor afternoons

SEASON:             1    15  (  All docentled toursareby appointmentonly fromApril st toOctober th the same 
       . .).  ,       seasonasBurbankHomeandGardensin S R However thegroundsareopenfor self guided 

   .walks all year long

DOCENTS:           12  .      One shouldbeassignedtoeachgroupof visitors In caseof largegroupsdocents 
                shouldstarttheir toursat thesametimebutfromaboutequally spacedstartingplaceson the 

.        .grounds This will make listeningeasier for eachgroup

HOUSEKEEPING:               . The cottageshouldbecleanandneatbeforethearrival of thevisitors There 
   ,        .        is a vacuumcleaner a broomanda dustpanin thecloset Pleasedisposeof any trashleft over from 

 .othermeetings

RECOMMENDED  READING:   A Gardener Touched With Genius    (1993)  by PeterDreyer and 

Luther Burbank's Gold Ridge Experiment Farm, revised 2004 HABS #CA-2254, ,Sebastopol  
,   .            .California by ReneeFelciano Copiesof bothareonhandandfor sale in thecottage

TOUR:         .          Meet visitors in frontof thecottage Introduceyourself andtheotherdocentsif you are in 

.              , .  charge Start the tour inside thecottagewith a brief history notingthe largemap etc Make sure 
      . thatGRF brochuresareavailable for all

SMALL  GROUPS:                6No docentshouldfeel obligatedtoprovide toursfor groupsof less than  

.    -       .   .people Brochuresfor self guidedtoursareavailable at thecottage Donationsare requested 

              .  Docentsshouldseeto it that theboxeswith brochuresanddonationenvelopesare filled When the 
                 tour is over docentsshouldurgevisitors to seetheLutherBurbankHome& Gardensin SantaRosa 

      .if they havenotalreadydoneso

   : 707-829-9631  (     ,  , ;   Phoneat thecottage in the local phonebook seeBurbank Luther not for public 
!use ) 

INTRODUCTION  TO FARM,  COTTAGE  AND BARN  

        1884,      After purchasinghis SantaRosa property in September LutherBurbankbeganlooking for 
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        -  .     moregrowingspace in which to conducthis large scale experiments He foundGold Ridge Farm 

        10      1885.   thenextyear andpurchaseda cottageand acreshere in December Later purchases 
      18  :           . enlargedthefarmtomorethan acres A barnwas built southof thecottagefor tool storage The 

1906                earthquakedestroyedtheoriginal cottageandthepresentstructurewas built on thesamesite 
1907- 10.        ,       .Burbankusedthecottagefor overnightstays insteadof headingback to SantaRosa  

 '    1926,  .   (   )     After Luther sdeathin Mrs ElizabethBurbank his secondwife leasedtheproperty to the 
      .  1973,       Stark BrothersNursery Companyof LouisianaMissouri In shesold it to theSebastopol 
           3   --  Area HousingCorporationwith theproviso that thenorthwestportionof acres which included 

      --   .  1975,     thecottageandmany importantplantings be left intact In theWesternSonomaCounty 
   ,          Historical Society was founded with themainpurposeof preservingandrestoringGold Ridge 

. ,    ,   '  ,      Farm They Farmandcottagewere by theSociety sefforts placedon theNational Registerof 
   1978.     ,     ,   1977  Historic Places in Restorationof thecottage which hadlapsedinto ruin beganin and 

   1990.        1967.       ,was completedin The original barnburntdown in Using old photographsas a guide  

      1997,     100       .theSociety reconstructedthebarn in building it about feetwestof its original location  

(     ).            , Which is now a driveway A new greenhouseandlathhousehavebeenaddedto thestructure to 

  .           ,facilitateplantpropagation Restorationof theplantingsat theFarm is anongoingprocess  

   .           .performedby WSCHS volunteers An annual grantwas initially madeby theCity of Sebastopol  
,   ,        .  1998,   Then for a while fundingcameonly fromdonationsandprivategrants In The City 

    .resumedmakingsomefundsavailable

        .     (   1990)      " "A hugemapis ondisplay in thecottage It is a copy made in of theonly known complete  

   .   --          -- mappingof theFarm The original printedon thinpaperapplied to a canvasbacking was 
  .         .   discoveredby Mrs Burbankandeventually passedon to SonomaStateUniversity It is currently 

          .      storedin thearchivesof theWest CountyMuseumin Sebastopol Themap in tentatively datedto 

1916  (          )      judgingby thedatesindicatedfor someof theplantings andwas probably notdrawnby 

 (            Burbank judgingby thenumerousmisspellingsandthefrequentidentificationof plantselections 
 "  ").  ,       ,    as My best Note that while many of theplantingsarenamed many othersare simply 

.          . ,  numbered Thesenumbersrelateto thosein codebookskeptby Burbank Unfortunately thekeys 
         .        to thesecodeswerekeptonly in his vastmemory Plantingswereplacedin rows runningnorthand 

      700   .       . souththatwere sometimesmorethan feet long Portionsof theserowsare still visible The 

   ,     - - ,   plantingswere changedfrequently perhapsasoftenasmonth to month asexperimentswere 
  .               begunor completed Threeacresof plantingsthatshouldappearat thetoprightedgeof thismap 

  .        1923,       aremysteriously absent This parcel was soldby Burbank in andis now partof the 
 .            (    Sebastopolcemetery Note also the locationsof thecottageandtheoriginal barn near thecenterof 

 ).         (        )   themap The northernhalf of theold entry road seenrunningto therightof thecottage is now a 

 .   -     ,  "  ",    .  service road On theright handedgeof themap the County Road is now BodegaAvenue A big 

           :    ' '    walnut treecanbe locatedalongthetopedgeof themap it is the Royal blackwalnuta Burbank 
     1885;      ,        hybrid thatheplantedin it still grows theretoday andcontinuestomark theedgeof the 

.property

Techniques of Plant Breeding 

  '  ,         .  In understandingBurbankswork it is helpful to know somethingabouthis techniques Therewas 
    ;  , ,     , ,  nomagic in his creations therewas however a greatdeal of intelligence intuition innovationand 

.    -         perseverance He was a self taughtgeniusexperimentalistwho hadhighly developedsensesof 
, ,   .  ,        .    sight taste touchandsmell Here then are someof thebasicmethodsheused Bear in mind that 
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              thesesamemethodsare still usedtoday alongwithmoderntechniquesof genetic engineeringthat 
         .   can significantly speedup theprocessof developingdesirablecharacteristics Recall that the 

           20  .  ’  scienceof geneticswas only in its infancy in theearly th century Burbank s enormous 
             productivity reliedonhis understandingthatdesiredresultsin theshortestpossible timerequired 

    .          massive numbersof experimentalplantings He was a practical scientistwho producedfoodand 

      .beauty for theworld by Darwinianmethods

Hybridization
   ,              In very simple terms first takingthepollen fromthestamensof oneflower andthenplacing the 

         ; ,       pollenon thepistil of anothercan createa hybrid usually the flowerscomefromplantsthatare 
   . ,          , fairly closebotanical relatives Hopefully thepollinatedflowerwill thenseta fruit or nut which 

    .    ,         ,will ripenandcontainseeds By plantingtheseseeds onecanpossibly raisea new variety of plant  

        .      , a hybrid thatblendsthecharacteristicsof its parents With careful planningandsomeluck this 
         . ( :new hybridmay bean improvementover its parentvarieties Note

  ,   " "         ;  " "in technical usage theterm hybrid refers to a genetic blendingof two differentspecies a cross  

           .is technically a blendingof two differentvarietieswithin thesamespecies
  " "  " " , ,   .)The terms cross and hybrid are however commonly usedinterchangeably

Selective Breeding
     ,            Seeking to improvea plantvariety a plantbreederwill oftenselect froma groupof plantsthe 

        .     specimenor specimensthatbestdemonstratethecharacteristicsdesired The plantsfromwhich the 
               breederselectsmay beundevelopedvarietiesor theymay behybridsof two ormoredifferent 
. '      ,  " ' ,   species Burbanksfirst andmostfamoussuccess the Burbank potato was developedby 

.                  selection He selectedit as thebestof a groupof seedlingsthatwere all grown fromthesame 
 .  "  "         --potatoseedpod By line breeding thebreederwill continueselectingfor certain characteristics  

 ,   --            for instance larger flowers in two ormoregenerationsof plantsuntil thedesiredresultsare 
. achieved

Grafting
        ,      Technically this is notamethodof plantbreeding althoughBurbank frequently usedgrafting in 

     .  ,  " " (      )  theprocessof developingnew varieties In grafting a scion a small twig or a bud fromone 
            .      typeof plant is carefully insertedintoa cleft or incision in another The secondplant is knownas 

 " "  "  ."    ,          the stock or understock with skill and luck thetissuelayersof the two plantswill fuseand 

       .            continuetogrow togetheras a singleunit The graft is mostapt tobesuccessful if thetwo plants 
  ; ,          .  are closely related however thegraftedplant is still composedof two distinctvarieties There is 
  .nogenetic blending

A WALKING  TOUR  OF GOLD  RIDGE  FARM
(   2007     )See also revisionof tour leaflet

#1 Hybrid Black Walnut (Juglans nigra hybrid)
 

   . .     .     1880 ,      A hybrid of U S native easternblack walnuts Beginning in the s Burbankwas amongthe first 
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   .   #4  #14      ,   . hybridizersof Americanwalnuts Comparewith and as to differences in leaves nutsandbark

:   , ,  . : , ,   . : 17  Nuts Roundwith thick tough ridgedshells Nutmeat Oily flavorful difficult to extract Leaves to 

21     . : ,   , .leafletson thestem Wood dense excellent for furniture etc

     ,      .    This is a black walnuthybrid developedfroma Native American species Theseare thewalnuts 
    .         ,    commonly usedin candymaking Black walnut bark is deeply ridgedanddark brown aging to a deep 

.               ,  black The wood is firm andharder thanoak andwhen processedinto lumber is durable lustrousand 

 ( '  )  .stable doesn twarp once seasoned

#2 Catalpa or Indian Cigar Tree (Catalpa bignonioides) 

 ,      . .   ,  , -   ,A hardy deciduousnative to theSoutheasternU S In summer bears large trumpet shapedwhite flowers  

    .   ,        . with yellow andbrownmarkings Seedpodsare long thin andgreenand resemblebeansor cigars

#3 Shasta Daisy Collection (Leucanthemum x superbum varieties)

   1901;    ’  -  .     14   First introducedin oneof Burbank s best known introductions He workedmore than years to 

             .   hybridize this new species from four differentkindsof daisy fromEurope and Japan It hasbeen 
    100            . developedintomore than varieties and is theofficial flower of theCity of Sebastopol

#4 Paradox Walnut (Juglans Paradox)  

  1893.   : ,   . :   --     (7)Introducedin Nuts Few treealmoststerile Leaves Thirteenor so between thatof English  

  (17   ). : ,  2   3       . andBlack or more Wood Dense about to times fastergrowing than theBlack Burbank 

  -    (    15         50   60developedthis fast growing lumber tree it requiresonly years tomature insteadof theusual to  

)      (years by hybridizing theEnglish walnut J. regia)        (with thedistantly relatedCalifornia black walnut J. 
californica var. Hindsii).  :  ,            Note In season a very clear demonstrationcan bemadeof the leaves of this 

    ,     ,    ' '    hybrid and its parenttypes theblack andEnglish walnuts showinghow the Paradox is an even blending 

  ,        ---     " "  of thesmaller darker andmorenumerousleafletsof theblack which also have some toothing on the 
 ---   ,       ,    . , leaf edges and the larger paler and fewer leafletsof theEnglish which have smoothedges Also the 
   ' '            ( ,  )   (bark of the Paradox is a blendof the color and textureof theblack deep dark ridges andEnglish grey 

 " ") and plated walnuts.

#5 Hybrid Chinese Chestnut (Castanea hybrid)  

     ,       Burbank developedhybrid chestnutsfromEuropean JapaneseandChinesespecies to increasetheir 
   .       , -     resistanceto chestnutblight This treeproducesabundantcropsof tasty burr coverednutsthatare prized 

    . bothby squirrels andhumans

#6 White Seedless Grape (Vitis White Seedless) 

     .       .   Similar to theThompsonSeedlessgrape Developedby Burbank as a table variety He never developed 

    .             any grapesfor wine production There is little dataon thesetable grapesexcept thatBurbankmusthave 
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        .      beenworkingwith themfor improvement in someway Burbankneitherdranknor smokedprobably 
                becausethesehabitswould spoil his acutesenseof tasteneededfor samplingnew fruit or vegetable 

.creations

#7 Snowbank White-fruited Blackberry (Rubus Snowbank) 

  1916          ,Introducedin as an improved formof his original white blackberry
 (1894).       ,      .Iceberg Developedas somethingof a joke it nonethelessrepresentsa remarkable achievement  

   , -       .    The fruit is translucent milky white and tasteslike a normal blackberry Nearby is theMammoth 

,          .blackberry a oncepopular local variety thatbearsvery large fruit

#8 Royal Hybrid Black Walnut (Juglans Royal)

   (1893)         This Burbank introduction is a hybrid of California black walnut (J. Hindsii)   andEastern (J. 
nigra).       (1885)           (    ) The oldesttreeon theFarm it was plantedas a witnesstree a property linemarker and 

       .still producesalmosta tonof nutsannually

#9 Hybrid Mountain Ash or Jerusalem Pear (Sorbus  domestica hybrids) 

    .   ,    .     Europeanrelatives of theapple Treesare drought diseaseandpestresistant Burbank doubledthe sizeof 
            (1926)     the fruit which resemblestiny pearsborne in large clustersbutdied beforedevelopingquality and 

    .        ( )   . tastethatwould suit him Fruit mustbe ripenedoff the tree bletted to be edible

#10 Van Deman Quince (Cydonia oblonga Van Deman)  

      1893.    , - ,     A popular Burbank hybrid introducedin Fruit is squat pear shaped fuzzy anddeliciouswhen fully 

  .   . . .      .   ripenedandcooked Named for Dr H E Van Demanof theUSDA

#11 Loquat (Eriobotrya japonica) 

     . -     .    Evergreensubtropical fruit tree fromAsia Apricot like fruit has large seeds This specimenwas planted 
 2003                 in in memory of RichardKeil who recalled Burbank hybrid loquatsgrowing at theFarmwhen he 

    1930 .  lived here in the s

#12 Hybrid Spineless Cactus (Opuntia hybrid)  

   60     .        (  )Burbank introducedabout varietiesof spinelesscacti Somewere grown for their fruit prickly pears  

    . andothersfor livestock fodder

#13 Eastern Chokecherry (Prunus virginiana melanocarpa) 

              .   One of many cherry speciesgrown by Burbank for use in developingnew hybrid cherries He also grew 

    thenative WesternChokecherry (P. v. demissa)      (  #43).and theCatalina Cherry see

#13 A Richard Keil Memorial Arbor  

                 Erected in memoryof RichardKeil who spentsomeboyhood yearsat Gold Ridge Farmwhile his 
,  ,      '  .father JosephKeil managedtheproperty for Stark Brothers Nurseries

9



#14 Multi-grafted English Walnut (Juglans regia) 

                  A mother treeusedas understockonwhich to graft hybridwalnut seedlings in order to producenutsmore 
.       .  quickly Each major branchcarries a differentvariety

#15 Burbank Hybrid Fruit Trees 

        , , ,   This contemporary orchard is composedof Burbank hybrid plums pears peaches applesandplumcots 
( -  ).      .  plum apricot hybrids Tags identify thedifferentgraftedbranches

#16 Seedling Avocado (Persea Americana selection) 

        ,           .Grown from theseedof an original Burbank selection a hugeold tree in Santa Rosa thathas sincedied  

    ,      .  Well adaptedto local climate it bearssmall but tasty fruit

#17 Himalaya Blackberry (Rubus  Himalaya) 

 -          . , -A second generationseedlingselectedfromseedimportedby Burbank from India Heavy late summer 
  ,  .  ,     15      . cropsof large tasty fruit Notoriously vigorous new canesoftengrow feet or so in season Several 
       .  cloneshave naturalizedfromCalifornia toWashingtonState

#18 Hybrid Beach Plums (Prunus hybrids) 

          ( .  )   .  Developedby Burbank by crossing theeasternbeachplum P maritima with Japaneseplums Fruit is 
,     .        .small tasty andripensvery late Jam or jelly is available from various sources

#19 Grafted apples (Malus hybrids) 

 ’    (1890 )      .     IncludesBurbank s WintersteinApple s a seedlingof theGravenstein It ripenstwo weeks later 
               " ". than theparentvariety thusextendingtheseasonof themuch loved but shortseasoned Grav

#20 Hybrid Chestnut (Castanea hybrid) 

 -    (  #14)        . Anothermulti graftedmother tree see onwhich were graftednew hybrid seedlings

#21 Burbank Hybrid Cherries (Prunus hybrids)  

    (1903)       ,    The variety Burbank was the first commercially viable cherry developedspecifically for shipping 

  .          400      1908  .     outof state One treewas said to havemore than graftson it from on A treewith two hundred 
    1933.  was authenticatedhere in

#22 Apple Fence (Malus hybrids) 

        ( ).   27        A project of theCalifornia Rare Fruit Growers CRFG antiqueapple varietieshave beengraftedto 

    .   '  - -    . createan espalieredfencedesign Behind is Burbank syellow and red floweredScotch Broom
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#23 Multi-grafted Apple Tree (Malus hybrids) 

  (    )    1999.   25    ; AnotherCRFG California Rare Fruit Growers project begunin About graftsweremade most 
 .have survived

#24 Hybrid Chestnuts (Castanea hybrids) 

-  ,     ,    .    Multi graftedtrees probably amixtureof Chinese American and Japanesespecies These threebear a 

       .  largenumberof tasty nuts in the fall

#25 Japanese Persimmon (Diospyros kaki variety) 

 “ - ” ,    ,      .    This better known persimmon renownedfor its large edible fruit ripens in late fall It can be eaten 

       . from the treewhen ripe requiringnobletting

#26 American Persimmons (Diospyros virginiana) 

    , ,     .        American natives thatbear abundant small edible fruit in the fall Fruit is sweetand tasty if fully ripened 

( ).  bletted

#27 Hybrid Nightshade (Solanum hybrid) 

   1980,     .    (  6-   Rediscoveredhere in an unidentified Burbank hybrid It is herbaceous producing foot stalks each 

)  ,  , - , -  , -  -     year and thorny with large grey green felt like leaves star like purple blue flowers and tiny poisonous 
. fruit

#28 Hybrid Chinese Hawthorn (Crataegus pinnatifida hybrids) 

      ( 1")  ,    .     Burbank hybrids thatbear large ~ edible scarlet fruit in fall Part of experimentsto develop 

 (   ,   )    . hawthorns related to apples pearsandplums as hardy orchard fruits

#29 Mexican Hawthorn (Crataegus pubescens) 

,  .   ( 1")  ,     . Hardy deciduoustree Bears large ~ yellow tasty fruit in the fall

#30 Blueberries (Vaccinium corymbosum selections) 

              Possibly broughthereby Burbank as selectionsfromplantingshe knew duringhis childhood in 

.      . Massachusetts Bear small delicious fruit in summer

#31 Penstemon (Penstemon hybrid) and Pomegranate (Punica granatum variety) 

      .      1916     . Modern varietiesof plantsgrown by Burbank Both are notedon the map in thecottage
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#32 Golden Bamboo (Phyllostachys aurea) 

      1914        1916   (  #31).     Burbank notedthis planton a bill of sale andon his map see Owing to its infrequency 
  (  60-80  )      . of bloom every years Burbankprobably did nothybridize it

#33 Thornless Blackberries (Rubus 'Sebastopol') 

         10,000  .     ,The first ThornlessBlackberrieswere selectedfrommore than seedlings Fruit is sweetand tasty  

 . ,     ,    . ripening late Here growing in a dry area it is somewhatundersized

#34 Trifoliate Orange Hybrids (Poncirus trifoliata hybrids) 

    .   15    ;       ( )Viciously thorny trees fromChina Hardy to below zeroF usedby Burbank in his unsuccessful  

   -  .        ,  experimentsto develop cold hardy citrus Fuzzy orangefruitshave about thesamesize hardnessand 

   .     .juicinessas golf balls Useful bushfor stoutfences

#35 Hybrid Roses (Rosa hybrids) 

 -      .        (Mostly non Burbank varieties plantedby Stark Bros Nursery during their occupationof theFarm see 

#45   ). for Burbank roses

#36 Mock Orange (Philadelphus coronarius)  

, -       ,    . Hardy old fashioneddeciduousshrubrenownedfor its large sweetly scentedwhite flowers

#37 Black Locust (Robinia pseudoacacia) 

-         (    ).   Fast growinghybridsdevelopedby Burbank for cattle fodder leaves andseedpods Note theEuropean 

 (Mistletoe Viscum album)     --       thathascolonizedhere a partial parasitepurposely introducedby Burbank 

     . for reasonsknown only to him

#38 Hybrid Redleaf Crabapple (Malus hybrid) 

     -     -   .    An unidentified Burbank hybridwith deep rose flowers andsmall dark rededible fruit They neednotbe 
    . pickled or preservedbeforeuse

#39 Oso Berry (Oemleria cerasiformis) 

  (1918)    ,   .  - , , -  .  Burbank selections of a hardy deciduousnative shrub Bears bean sized edible blue black fruit

#40 Hybrid White Mulberry (Morus alba hybrid) 

            . Seedling froma Burbank hybrid treedevelopedfor its leaves to feed silkworms

#41 Hybrid Chinese Quince (Pseudocydonia  sinensis hybrid) 

     ,      ,     Growing in its original nursery row this sturdy Burbank hybrid bearssmooth yellow fruit of about the 
     .     .  sizeandshapeof amango Edible when ripenedandcooked
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       .A quince cookbook is available in thecottage

#42 Hybrid French Lilacs (Syringa vulgaris hybrids)

           ,    (FragrantBurbank hybrids thatbear bothsingle anddouble flowers of purple lavender andwhite see 

  ).   .  photo in cottage One is bicolor

#43 Hybrid Catalina Cherries (Prunus ilicifolia lyonii hybrids) 

      , -    (  ).     Bred fromnative trees thatbear edible cherry sizedfruit mostly pit Burbank usedthesein his 
        #13.   experimentsto developnew hybrid cherriesaswith

#44 Kentucky Coffee Tree (Gymnocladus dioica) 

    . .,         .       A native of easternU S its fruitswere usedas a coffee substitute Burbank grew it becauseof his interest 
   . in unusual edible species

#45 Cottage Garden Begun in 1995

 - -          . '  ‘This work in progresscontinuesto bedevelopedandmaintainedby farm volunteers Burbank s Robusta 
’         .         ‘Strawberry is thegroundcover on thebankby the road The climbing roseover theporch is his Blushing 

’             ' '. '   '    ’Beauty and the fragrantshrubroseby the southdoor is the Burbank Burbank s Tower of Gold Poker  

            '  ’      . is to the left of the frontdoor stepswhile the EstherRead ShastaDaisy is to the right

A FEW  FACTS  ABOUT  GOLD  RIDGE  FARM

1.     10            LutherBurbankpurchased acresof thepropertyknownasGold RidgeFarmonDecember 
28,  1885      .           fromChalmerandClara Bonham Therewas a cottageon theproperty at the timehe 

 .purchasedit

2.  ’         (      Burbank s twomain considerationsin buyingGold Ridge he hadalready purchasedhis Santa 
    )           Rosa property thepreviousyear were thathewas looking for amildermicroclimatethanwas 
   ,          .   , foundin SantaRosa andthatheneededmorespacefor his largerexperiments He hadjust for 

,    20       ,    example receivedonDecember a largeshipmentof Japaneseplums which heultimately used 
        (       ).tobreedmany of his bestplumintroductions like theSatsumaandtheSantaRosa

3.        ,   ...     ...    He was very pleasedwith his purchase notingthat its chief slopesface east andthat thereis 
        .  ,   ,    a greatvariety of soils anddegreesof moisture Therewas duringhis time water at thesoil 

      ;       .     surface in someplacesatGold Ridge heneverhadto irrigatehis plantings Therewas awell on 

       1906  .theproperty thatwentdry after the earthquake

4.             ,   Burbankultimately purchasedthreemorepiecesof landadjacenttoGold Ridge so thatby 
1906,        18  .          thetotal acreagewas justover acres It shouldbenotedthatGold Ridge andtheSanta 

           ;     Rosa gardenswere not theonly propertiesrentedor purchasedby Burbank he in fact workedon 

        .     piecesof land in several locationsthroughoutSonomaCounty The plotswere apparently chosen 
      (        )  for thediversity of theirmicroclimates a diversity for which thecounty is famous which allowed 
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             .  him to testhis plantdevelopmentswithoutfear of their beingstolenby competitors Therebeing 

       ,           noplantpatentlaws toprotecthiswork Burbankcouldnot freely sendhis plantsoff to otherparts 
        ,        of thecountry for trial growing in otherclimates so this techniqueallowedhima degreeof 

.security

5.        ,  ,    . The plantingsatGold Ridgewere numerous ever changing andenormousin scope His 

     ,     700   ,    plantingsof ShastaDaisieswere typical runningto rows to feet long andallowinghim to 

     .select fromliterally millionsof blossoms

6.  ,            .  1888,Initially BurbankusedGold Ridgeas a growinggroundfor his commercial nursery By  

,     $10,000      ,        however hehadbeenmaking a year in his business anddecidedto sell his half of the 
   ,  . . .  .        , businesstohis partner aMr R W Bell All commercial stockwas removedfromtheproperty and 

       .       Burbankdevotedhimself entirely tobreedingnew plants He hadtheproperty fencedandinstalled 

 .            .lockedgates His workershadtheir pocketssearchedeacheveningbefore leaving theproperty

7.    ( )          ,  The present restored cottagewas constructedon thesiteof theoriginal cottage whichwas 
    1906  .       1907     badly damagedin the earthquake The secondcottagewas built about in a style very 

   .       ,    different fromtheoriginal Burbankusedthecottagefor overnightvisits insteadof headingback 

  .               to SantaRosa He originally madethecommutetoGold Ridge fromhismain homein SantaRosa 
   .     1     ,       by horseandbuggy The trip tookabout _ hourseachway andheusually arrivedat theFarm 

 5  .          .about AM He laterdroveback andforth in his car

8.        ’    .    Gold Ridgewas intendedtobeBurbank s privateoutdoorlaboratory He beganhis experiments 
        ,        in his greenhousesandnursery bedsin SantaRosa thenmovedmany of theseexperimentsout to 

 .          (  Gold Ridge Successfully completedexperimentswere thenshown in SantaRosa theMagic 

        ).       Gardensthatmostpeopleusually associatedwith hiswork Those in theknow arrangedto visit 
  .    ,       $10   Burbank in Sebastopol To maintainhis privacy hechargedtheoutrageousfee of perhour 

(      )     .half price in theoff season for visits to theFarm

9.   1923  ’   --   3   --      In Burbank s advancedage hedied years later forcedhim to considersellingGold 

 .         ,         -Ridge Farm The propertywas in fact putup for sale but theonly portionthatsoldwas thethree
      ,       .   plusacreportionon thewest side which returnedto the local cemetery association This was a 

     :           very smartmoveonhis part hehadtwice givenuphis experimentswith gladiolusbecauseof 
  ;            predationby gophers mostof theseexperimentswere conductedin thiswesternportionof the 

,           .property sohewas obviously passinghis problemon to somebodyelse

10.   1927,      ,  , ,      In theyear afterBurbankdied hiswidow Elizabeth leasedbothGold Ridge andthe 
         ,  (     SantaRosa gardensto theStark BrothersNursery of Louisiana Missouri at thetime the largest 

        ).      1957.  nursery in theworld andlonga Burbankcustomer Stark renewedtheir leasesuntil During 

 ,        ,      that time theymerely catalogedtheplantson theproperty sendingcuttingsandseedback to 

 (              Missouri often theoriginal specimensweredestroyedtokeepthemoutof thehandsof 
; ,          ’  ,competitors unfortunately many of thecuttingsandseedlingsfailed to survive Missouri s climate  

     ).somany Burbankvarietieswere lost

11.   1973  .             In Mrs Burbanksoldwhat remainedof Gold Ridge Farm to theSebastopolArea Housing 

,          Corporation which shortly thereafterbegandevelopmentof theBurbankHeightsHousing 
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,         -   complex a federally subsidizedhousingproject for low andmoderate incomeelderly and 

 .         ,      handicappedpersons At thetimeof thesale of theproperty thecorporationagreedto leave a 

        .         parcel of aboutthreeacresof theFarm intact This parcel includesthepresentcottageandmostof 
         .the importantplantspecimensdevelopedby Burbankat theFarm

12.   1975       ,       In as its first orderof business theWesternSonomaCountyHistorical Society filed 

        ’       applicationstoplace theGold Ridge FarmandBurbank s cottageon theNational Registerof 
 .         1978,      Historic Places The propertywas placedon theregisterin andtheSociety hascontinued 

                  ’since that time towork at restoringtheFarmandtoplace control of theproperty in theSociety s 

   .handsfor continual preservation

13.   1995       3        ,  ,  In HUD releasedtitle to the acresto theCity of Sebastopolwho in turn leasesthe 
       .Farm to theWesternSonomaCounty Historical Society

14.   1995-1996            .    In volunteersplanteda new gardenin theareaaroundthecottage It appearsin the 
     #45     .     walking tourguideas station and is beingcontinually updated Plantsareall suitably labeled 

           .andwe urgevisitors to spenda little time lookingat them

   , 1990Factsby Bob Hornback ,    , 2005updatedby FarmCommittee
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A GOLD  RIDGE  FARM  SEASONAL  TIME  TABLE

January:         .    .Somegrassreturningwith fall andwinter rains Treesstarkandbare

Early February:    ,      .Treesstill bare grassesandMiners Lettucespringingup

Late February:     ,  .      Many fruit treeblossoms especially plums Sorrel bunchesgrowingwell hereand 

.there

Mid to late March:     : ,  , , , Fruit treeblossomsfull quinces Oso berry crabapple blueberry Trifoliate 
,  .  :      .Orange plumsfruiting Scotchbroom brilliant yellow with redcenterblossoms

Mid April:      . :    . ,Walnutsandchestnutsin leaf Hawthorns brilliantwhiteblossomclusters Apples  

 , ,  .          #20.Black Locust Wisteria Lilacs blooming Plantainwide spreadon topof hill eastof

Early May:  , , , ,  , , ,  Walnuts plums quinces hawthorns TrifoliateOrange strawberries Sorbus all in 

.       .     , .fruit CatalinaCherry andApple BlossomRose blooming Wild peaswell spreadout rampant

Late May:     , ,  , ,   .CottagegardenCrinumLilies roses ShastaDaises pokers Catalpatreesblooming  

    .    .  .Hybrid Chestnutsin full flower BlackberriesandPersimmonsblooming Grassesbrowning

June:      .   .  Plums finish ripeningexceptbeachplums Hybrid Nightshadeflowering Cottagegarden 
 .    .     .Hydrangeaflowering Oso Berry is ripe Hybrid Chestnutsin full flower

July:   ,   , ,   ,  ,Chestnutburrs White Seedlessgrapes Sorbus Van DemanQuince ChineseHawthorns  

   . , ,  ,    .well formedandmaturing Persimmons walnuts ChineseQuince TrifoliateOrangefruit growing  

  ,   (6   )   .  , , .Rose of Sharon Hybrid Nightshade feet tall in full flower Wonderberry small black ripe

August:     .  .   ,HimalayanandThornlessBlackberries ripening Chokecherriesripe Van DemanQuince  

,   .        #20.apples Redleaf Crabappleripen Rattlesnakegrasscovers topof hill by

September:  ,   (  ), ,  .CatalinaCherry Hybrid Nightshade greenberries Sorbus Hawthornsripen  

    .   ,     .Chestnutburrsbeginningtoburst TrifoliateOrangeripens ChineseQuincebeginningto ripen

Late September:   (    ),  ,  .  Red haws near hugeBlack Oak Sorbusfruit chestnutsdropping Many leaves 
 : ,  ,  ,  .turningyellow Catalpa Virginia Persimmons deciduousoaks blackwalnuts

October:      .       Chestnutyellow leavesbeginningtodrop Black walnutnutsandbrightyellow leaves 
.    .       . drop Persimmonsturningbrightorange ChineseandMexicanHawthornfruit fully ripe Chinese 

  .Quince leaves turning

November:     , ,     .  Virginia Persimmonleavesgone small orangefruit hanginghighup Leaves of 
    ,  .     .JapanesePersimmonbrightreddishbronze fruit yellow ChineseQuince fruit turningyellow

December:       ,      .Bright yellow MexicanHawthornfruit anddark shiny greenleavesstill onbush  

   ,     .    .JapanesePersimmonleavesgone brightorangefruit hangshigh Virginia Persimmonfruit gone  
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   ,     .ChineseQuince leavesgone fruit brightyellow andripening

     .     , Timetableby Linda andPaul Geiger Compiled fromtheir photoalbum Gold Ridge, Luther 
Burbank’s Experiment Farm, Four Seasons Impressions, Autumn 1996 - Autumn 1997.
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LUTHER  BURBANK,  1849 - 1926
A THUMBNAIL  BIOGRAPHY

      ,      800   Duringa lifetimedevotedtoplantbreeding Luther Burbankdevelopedmorethan strainsand 

   (   4      ).      7,  1849,varietiesof plants see page above for new creationsintroduced He was bornonMarch  

    , .          ona farmnearLancaster Massachusetts He received littlemorethana highschool educationbut 
         .       showedinterestin natureandmechanicsat anearly age Amonghis early inventionswere a steam 

                . whistlemadefromawillow stick andanold teakettleanda steamenginefor his rowboat His 

,         ,   ’  , -uncle theheadof a departmentof a Bostonmuseum andhis uncle s friend Swiss American 

  ,     .naturalistLouis Agassiz encouragedhis enthusiasmfor nature

  '  ,           .     21After his fathersdeath Burbankmovedwith his family to a small farm in Groton At theageof  

  17          55-  -  .  hepurchased acresof landnearLunenbergandbegana year plant breedingcareer Inspired 

  '  by CharlesDarwin sVariation of Animals and Plants Under Domestication,  Burbankdetermined 
             thatbetterplantscouldbedevelopedthroughnatural selectionandnew varietiescreatedthrough 

,  .        .  1871crossbreeding or hybridization His first successful plantwas developedthroughselection In  

         23      .    ,he founda potatoseedball andplantedits seedsin a special plot One producedmany large  

 .           .   firmpotatoes Burbank replantedtheseandreapeda small harvestof fine potatoes He sold the 
     $150      ,     . rightsto thepotatofor for travel fare toCalifornia havingdeterminedtomove there In 

 ,        ,     ,SantaRosa where threeof his brothershadalready settled heestablisheda nursery garden  

,          . greenhouse andanexperimentfarm thatbecamefamousthroughouttheworld

           ,    He mademultiple crossesof foreignandnative strainstoobtainseedlings which hegraftedonto 
        . fully developedplantsfor rapidassessmentof hybrid characteristics

           .      He carriedonhis planthybridizationandselectionona hugescale At any onetimehemaintained 
   3,000      .     ,   asmany as experimentsinvolvingmillionsof plants In hiswork onplums he testedabout 

30,000   .       ,     . new varieties Much of his valuabledatawas lost buthewroteseveral books Luther 
Burbank, His Methods and Discoveries and Their Practical Applications    12was publishedin  

  1914-15.         11,  1926.volumesin Burbankdied in SantaRosa onApril

     1930   . .          The Plant PatentAct of amendedU S patentlaw topermitprotectionof new anddistinct 
    ,   -  .  varietiesof asexually reproducedplants otherthantuber propagatedplants This legislation 

              resultedfromthegrowingawarenessthatplantbreedershadno financial incentive to enterplant 
         .   breedingbecausethey couldnotexercisecontrol over their discoveries In supportingthis 

,  .   :  ( ) ,   ,    ’ .legislation ThomasA Edison testified This bill will I feel sure give usmany Burbank s
           1986.LutherBurbankwas inductedinto the InventorsHall of Fame in

  . 12,  13,  14,  15,  16,  18,  41,  65,  66,  235,  266,  267,Plant PatentNos
269,  290,  291,   1041      . and were issuedtoBurbankposthumously

  '    , :// . . /From the InventorsHall of Fame http www invent org
  , 2/99Adaptedandrevised
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